
1. Constitution Committee - Recommendations to Council 
This “yellow paper” is a summary of the recommendations made by the Constitution 
Committee. 
 
 
E27-17 World Sailing Regulations – Regulation 23 – Olympic Sailing Competition 

Reporting Committee: Events 
Other Committee: Constitution 
Opinion: Approve with the following amendment 
 
1. Delete the insertion of new Regulation 23.1.2(h): 

(h) align with the requirements of IOC Olympic Agenda 2020 and future 
strategic agenda issued by the IOC; 
 
Reasons 
 
The Committee does not see the purpose of adding paragraph (h), bearing in 
mind the important statement in the top of Regulation 23.1.2 states the 
requirement of, “… taken together shall meet the requirements and objectives 
of the IOC and to … “. 
 
New (h) adds nothing to that statement which is already broad reaching.  The 
Regulations should be kept as simple and succinct as possible. 
 

2. Amend Regulation 23.1.3 as follows: 

The ten Olympic Events and Equipment in Regulation 23.1.4 are selected for 
the 2020 Olympic Sailing Competition.  Equipment evolution shall be permitted 
and shall be decided in accordance with Regulation 23.1.3(d).  World Sailing 
may propose additional Olympic Events(s) and Showcase Events(s) for 2020, 
including a showcase event.  World Sailing may propose Event(s) and 
Equipment as determined by Council based on submissions made by 10 
January 2017 using the voting process for each Event as set out in Regulation 
23.1.8(d) – (f) as applicable. 
 
Reasons 

The Committee does not consider the process dealing with selection of 
Showcase Events needs to be in this Regulation.  It would prefer a separate 
Regulation to deal with Showcase Event(s) as this confuses matters to have 
them included in this section of the Regulation dealing with the Olympics.  
Including it here is not clear and consistent with other Regulations. 

This will not impact the proposal of Showcase Events for 2020 as those 
requests have already been made to the IOC. 

 
While the Committee agrees that changes to Olympic Events and Equipment 
should be made sufficiently far in advance of each Games to allow Sailors and 
MNAs to prepare without undue cost and disruption, it has considerable concerns 
that dealing with these types of matters by email vote does not meet appropriate 
best governance requirements and does not have the constitutional safeguards 
that a normal vote has.  Email votes should be reserved for uncontentious, 
straightforward matters and do not allow for adequate discussion to take place.  
 
The Committee is also concerned at the seemingly annual changes to this 
Regulation and the confusion caused.  If the Board considers the Regulation is not 
fit for purpose, it should ask the Constitution, Equipment and Events Committees 
to review it and propose an alternative. 
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